** Listening to Your Child Read Aloud **
   An important part of Debary Elementary’s first grade reading program is children and parents reading together each night. This is critical to your child’s success in learning to read fluently. It would be ideal if books were returned on a daily basis. We have seen a tremendous amount of growth in children who check out a new book each night. Here are some helpful hints and prompts you can use to support your child in his or her nightly reading.

* If your child asks for a word, give it immediately so that the meaning of the story is not interrupted. Please do not ask your child to sound out the word.
* On the other hand, if your child initiates the act of sounding out, don’t intervene (
*If your child is reading along and makes what is called a miscue, listen for the sense of the miscue. If the word “road” is substituted for the word “street”, for instance, no meaning is lost. Don’t stop the reading for a correction.

*If the miscue makes no sense (for example, “horse” for “house”), ask your child to reread the sentence because you’re not sure you understand what’s just been read.

*Above all else, enjoy your child’s growing command of print and make sure you give lots of praise. You are your child’s first teacher and the most important one. Praise from you is critical for further risk-taking and learning.
Focused questions to guide children to strategic reading…

Meaning (Comes from sense of the story and illustrations)

*You said ___________. Did that make sense?

*Look at the pictures

*What happened in the story when…?

Structure (Understanding that reading should sound like how we talk)

*You said _________. Did that sound right?

*Can you reread that?

Visual (Based on knowledge of letter-sound relationships)

*Does that look right?

*What letter do you expect to see at the beginning/middle/at the end of ___? (blank is incorrect word child read)

*What sound do you hear at the beginning/middle/at the end of ___? (blank is incorrect word child read)

*Can you get your mouth ready to say that sound?
*Can you point to the words/letters?

*Can you match those words/letters?

*Were there enough words? (child “read” more or less words than were on the page)

*Can you find that word/letter?

*Do you know a word like that?

*Do you know a word that starts/ends with those letters?
*What else would make sense here?

We hope that these prompts and strategies are helpful. If you have any questions about how to help your child, please don’t hesitate to let us know!

Have fun and happy reading!   

~ The First Grade Teachers

